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b CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310
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1113UBJECT: Operational Report - Letcsons Learned, Headquarters, 25th
Infantry Division, Period Ending 31 July 1968 (U)
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« 31 B
2. Infcormation contained in this report is provided to insure that the v TR
Army realizes current benefits from lessons learned during recent opera- AT
tions, 4

3. To insure that the information provided through the Lessons Learned &
Program is readily available on a continuous basis, a cumulative Lessons .
Learned lndex containing alphabetical listings of items appearing in the
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attached report are encourfged to recommend items from it for inclusion

in the Index by completing and returning the self-addressed form provided
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CONFIDENTIAL

DTARNTIT Cr THR ARMY
HZEADNUARTRRS 25TH INFA!ITRY DIVISIOM
APO San Francisco 94225

AVDQiH { August 1948

SU3JECT: Operational Report of the 25th Infantry Division for Period
fhding 31 July 1948, RCS C3ROR - A5 (R1).

SEZE DISTRIBUTICN

Location: Vicinity of OU G'I 3Base Camp (XT 647153), CU GHI, @wvll,
Reporting Officer: Ma'or Geneéral . K, Mearns.

Frepared By: Major Richard A, Bau., Commanding Officer, 18th Mlitary
History Detachment.

hap References: Map, Vietnam, 1:57,700, Series: L1k, Sheets:-

6132 II, 6131 I, II; 6232 I1 = 1IV, %2311 = IV; A230 T - TV; A331 IIT;
6330 I, III, IV,

1. (C) Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities.

L, General. The "Tropic Lichtning" Division continued its
particigaticn in Operation TCAN TUAIG Lhroushout the reporting
period, {See TAS 3 for the Division Operations Flan 1-A8.) All
divisional resources and assets were committel to this operation
whichi had commenced on 8 April 1948,

Tn Jate, Operation TOAN THA'G Yas been divided into two phases:
Fhise I teminatine on 312400 ilay and Fhase 1I continuine throueh the
end of the reporting peried,

lort signiticant in the ~clivities of the division between 1 May
and 31 July were its ccunteroflencive operstions to defeast the
"2>d Fhase Offensive" of the eiany arainst SAIGO'-CHCLOM and its
search and destroyr maneuvering to thwart amd upset the enemy prepa-
rations for his "Ird 1hase Qffensive" of late July or early August.,

The "on]l Phase Offensive" (the 'ist Phase Cffensive" bheing
ths TIT Offensive of 31 January-10 February) commenced 2 lay and
coninued until 15 lay. Alerted by intelligence sources in late April
of the impending enemy attacks into the capital resion, the 25th
Infantey Division maneuvered the bulk of its comhat forces into
the southeastern quadrant of its tactical area of onerationsl interest
to establish a screen beyond the western environr of SAIGON-CHOLON,
Deploying itself in depth in western GIA DIM Province, eastern HAU
'GHLIA Pravince and northern IO'G &N Province during the first few
days of May, the Division effeclively executed a mobile defense to
block the enemy's main avenues »f spproach from the northwest, west
and southwest, ‘hen the enemy inain force units of the 5th and 9th
YC/Vi and the 7th MNVA divisions committed themselves to their approach
marches beginnine on 2 May, the 25th Infantry Division moved in force
a5 required tn - iccessfully intercept and destroy the advancirg enemy
before he could -each his assault noSitions into SAIGON-CHOLC,

"Hth hys main ground thruct broken and turned back, the en:my then
mounted his boastfull "100 rockets a day" 122mm rocket~mortar-assaults
arainst the capital re~ion. Meunting extensive day and nirht, gound/
aerial patrols throughout a "rocket belt" 10-15 kilomet ers west of
SAIGCHN, the "Tropic Lightning” Division systematically crushed this
~hreat within a few days of its initiation.
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FERBO T‘BD DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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A general statistical analysis of the Division's operations
between 1 May and 31 May 1968 reveals the followins results:

U.S. killed in action
U.8. wounded in action
U,S. equipment destroyed

218 --

1,156 {893 evacuated)

22 armoral personnel carriers
five tanks

one helicopter

one 8" howitzer.

two 155m howitzers

one trailer

seven trucks

U.S. equipment damaged
(deadlined 24 hours or
longer) '

one 175mm howitzer

one tank retriever

ten trucks

31 heliocoypters

two 155mm howltzers

two 105mm howitzers

ten tanks

21 armored personnel’ carriers
five individual weapons

tw crew served weapons

U.S. equipment captured

Fhemy killed in action

(confirmed by rdy count) - 2,275
Fhany prisoners-of-war - 7
Dettinees - 237

Ehemg equipment and
supplies captured 478 individual wespons
213-crew servel weapons
33.6 tons of rice
one star light scope
471 hmd grenades
31,026 small ams rounds
511 rocket , artillery or mortar
rounds
) 100 mortar .fuzes

Enemy documents captured 183 pounds

Fhemy equipment and i
. Supplies destroyed 15014 rocket, artillery or
mortar rounds
166 mines o
53,185 small arms rounds
15,775 hand erenades
151 sampans
12.8 tons of rice
18 crew served weapons
26 individual weapons.
32 cluster btomb units
1,600 pounds of salt
two tombs
213 mortar fuzes

In general, contact with nain force enemy units throuchout the
25%h Infantry Division's tactical area of operational interest (TAOI)
diminished considerably in June and July. With his 2nd Phase Offensive
on SAIGON and subsequently threatened artillery assaults on the
capital city totally defdated, the enany demonstrated little wdll=-"
ingness to fight. Rathenp in June his main force units that remained
outside SAIGON troke contact, dispersed and exfiltrated west into
;ck ;m ;" narthwest into WAR ZONE C. In exscuting this pull }
into mnu.:nr 8V013ud sentact and when ongagel was quick to disperse
e clwf;mm disengage as quickly as possible. Intellizence
dépleited niin foce ~ated the enemy's intent of withdrawing his

e units v thans traiitional sanctuaries f
replacemets, resupply and retraining .or 'r?-w.- operations. =

2
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With the departure of the enemy main force units from the SAIGOY
area, the 25th Infantry Divieion in June committed aprroxdnately
a third of its combat forces to the continued defensive posture
around SAIGON ard deployel the remainder of the division to the west
and northwest of the city into the western and central portions of
the division TAOIL.

The divisional units that remained in the immediate SAIGON area ~
did eo as a part of the Capital Nilitary District, (later redesignated
the Capital Military Assistance Gommamd as a provisional U,S. Command
urder the control of II Fteld Forces to aselst in the defense of
SAIGON) or as elements under division control maneuvering in western
GI. DINH Province outskirts of the city,

While these elamants provided a defensive shield in ard around
SAIGON, the other.Tropic lightning conbat forses roved from the im-
nediate capital area to the wost and northwest to pursue the dis-
persed enemy and to scek out and destroy his concealed wesnons,
amunitior and eupply caches,

Etensive and wide ranging battaliorn size search and destrov amd
re:snnaissance-in-force operstions were conducted throughout the
southern T.\0I from the ORI:ANTAL RIVER on the south, the Cambodisn
bo-ter on the west, the TAY NIMNH-BAU 00D*U TITIG axis on the north,
am the CAIGON MIVER-THI TIM RIVER axds on ths e&st., Thedo overrtions
worn characterized by coordinated daylishi eross country search mnd
dectiooy sweeps seeking enemy base camps and supnly caches, viliagn
searches in cocrdination with Vietnameee officisls, eimobile asv.alts
against targets of oppo.tunity. At nmight the division emploved
extensive platoon size ambushes along canals, rivers, roads, “rdi.s
ard other likely routes of enemy movement, In addition, extensive
mght time roving platoon siZzo patrols wore enplo7sd ih suspected
areas of night time eneny activity., On an average day in June and
July, 0% of the combat forces were enployed during the dav amd 50%
at aight.

In addition to the search amd destroy tvpe activities describded
athve, the division was active in securing the principle means of
ro~. communications throughout the southern portion of the TAOI, 1In
addition to screening secondary roads, the division maintained a
round the clock security operation on the extensive main routes of
supply in the T.0I. These KSt's are route 1 fron SATGON to (U CGHI
to GO DA HiU, route 22 from GO DA HAU to TAY NIMH Qity, route 4 from
TAY NIMH Qity to RAU 0, routes 13-26=239 from TAY NIMH Qity to
D.U TIENG and route & from CU (HI to PHU N0 (@ GHI-LONG RIM MGR),

The ormly portion of the TAOI that the division did net emter in
force during June and July was the jungled and eparsely vopulated
WAR ZONZ C north of the TAY NIMH~JAU 00-DAU TIBS axis. This area
was subject, however, to extensive survelllance sctivity both aerisl
and long rangs ground reconna‘ssance by squad and platoon alzs units,
Ex.ensive Air Force B=52 and tactical fighter strikes wore placed
throughout WAR ZON% C upon enemy base camps, sunnly concent-ations
and othar targets of epportunity.

Despitoe the division's all out efforts to sedt ou the enemy i
June and July, the level o' contact dropped to the point in which
engagenent with local forc. platoon eige wnite in scatterel and in-
froquent skirmishes beceane the nom. Considerable success was realised,
however, in discovering we:pons, mmunition and suoply caches through~
out the areas searched. The only consistent contact established bv
divisional umits cccwrred in the final tvo weeks of Julv, vhen the
3rd Srigsde, 1018t AMr Cavairy Division (OPDN to the 2%h Infsntry
Division) eigaged what yms estahlished as the 2nd Tattalien, 27%th
Y%R?éimmt) along an exds fron TRANG NANG (AT 4,8919L4) to TRUN: LA

5199).

3
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S. killd in action
.S. wunded in action
S. missing in action
S. equipment destroyed

U.3. equipment daaged
(deadlined 24 hours or
ionger)

theny killed in action
{confirmed by body count)
rnany prisoners-of-war
“atainees

LT RS

[PIRIRE-TIV]

Jany equipmert and
supplies captured

auny docvuents captured

Znemy eaquipment and
supplies destroyed

CONFIDENTIAL

Statistically, "Tropic Lishtning" Division operations asainst the
eneny bhetween 1 June and 31 July provided the tollowing results:

119

1

4

145
879 (499 evacuated)

1

three heli mpters

six trucks

one tank

11 amored nersonnel carriers
one M~42

one 15%um howit zer

35 belicooters

3L trucks

12 tanks

one M~578

one M=42

one ITS-4 ralar

22 ammored personnel carriars

1,273
37
425

i

298 individual weapons
& crew servel weapons
78.35 tons of rice
545117 amall ams rounds
426 pounds of medical suprlics
11 radios

212 hand menaxles

337 pounn of sugar
fovr moto: cveles

904 rockei, artillery or
mortar roimds

22 protective nasks
2,00" Piaster

eiht cutmarl rotors
137 pounds

73 rocket., artillerv nr
mortar rounds

430 mines

18,831 snall ams rownds
15623 hard grenades

260 smarans

26.59 tons of rics

19 crew served wasnors
25 individual wewans
five bombs

12 cluster *“omh nmite
702 RIG rounds

8ix outboard notinrs
1,7%0 pallons ~as

one protective nask
857.5 pounds of ~pleosive
1,780 blasvins caps

one radio

threc rocknt launchers
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Abh Battalion, 9th Infantry. This comnined iocce was desim.ted ¢
TASK FOUCE IUNLOT. The tank battalion tonk up blocking positicns

aleng an axis in the vicinity XT 5807, and the infantrynn occupied

blocking positions from T 6005 to T 4105 to T 52045, The enemy

force was thus surroundal on three sides with a vast swamp area

to its rear. The fires of four artillery batteries and e cht =ir

strikes were placed on the enemy thmushout the dav. A total of

35 eneny dead and one FOW were confirned by nishtfall.

Msewhere in the TACI, the 2d Tattalion, 27%th Tnlmntrv 1ied
an estimated enerv platoon in bunker positions at Wi 84527, AL
1045 the target wus struck by helicopter gunships, A subzesuent
aseeult on the munkers revealed six eneny bodies,

\n anbush patsel foon F Corpany, S0th Infantry (LAD) at 2215
hours struck several saapuns =t XT 783105. Tve following momine
cix VS KIA were d’scovered in the vicinitv of the ambuch,

4 Yay

7.3 PONCE DUNLOP continued with its mission of reiudnz the
enty forne wiich it had backed up to a swamp., Takine the enemv uner
heavy fir~ «ith supporting artillery, helicopter aunships and air
steito3, '2 growd units slowly tightened the vice on the beseired
UC. Ty the end of daylight activities the task force had recover:
an edditional 26 enemy dead aml three prisoner: of war. Teen's of
“he Lask force remained in their blockine posiiions durinz the ni-t
a3 “upporting fires continued to pound at the eremv positions,

a3 TASKK FOWCE DUN.OT continued its operations, other divisic: .
mits eneaged in light and widely scattered contacts with tre enciiy,
Heliwpters from B Company, 25th .viaticn 3attalion flving arna’
aerial reconnalssance along the ORIT!T'L "AVER cetween GO DAU BA
ant TAY NIIH obeerved and engazed an unlmown size eneny force at
3T 291335, The articn resulted in 33 eney de-. and two TC's, The
aen7 Torce was later llentilied as a In.:dl fore: VO oompary fron

-

20 VI Province,

2 1730, % Company. Ath Jattalion, 23rd Infatrvy (Mcch) sweaninz
a . ooximately four kiloneters northcast  of DUC EC! received fire
Zr. 0 an unkmown number of eneny at XS 623987, The company sttacled
into the pesition and accounted for 15 enamy dead ani one 7.
This cmemy force was deterninel to be an element of the 27211 VU
Jegiment.

5 May

TASF RO DUNLOT was redesiznated TAST PORCT D 72°5 at 1292 oo
~srtinued its operations in the vidnity ~f XT 590A - XT 5905,

a2 groad forces swept into the enery positions thev “iscovesd ar
aidivisnal forty encny cead, *wst ol whon had heen ki'led » a~tiji arv
ar” <ir strikes. lditionallw larse nurmkers of abhandona! fiwdivica]
#57 rew servel wespons along wiih atmuniticn, swwlics and foe wraw
discovrrad, Crif.act was maintained with the cnear anl suerv, (iR
fives Sron helicopters, artillery and tactical air covtinuel to s
used in heavy volune,

At 1245, C Company, 2nd Tattalion, 22m8 Infantrv (et sweepinz
alorg route 1 at a location spnroximately trnren kilomz ort southeas.
of the CU ClT lase Ca:p ()T 437120) enpaged an cstimii.ed VC pleicen.
In a contact that eontinued wntil 1300 hours, the comrany #. rertAd
by helicopter gun&hiips accournted for 23 VC KiA, The eneny Iovce was
identified as a unit of the th VO local force battalion,

Q30 on the afternoon of § !ay, 3 Crrany, 2 Tet*alion, 27th
Infantry searching =prroxinately t'rec xiloneters southwost. of the SAIGON
TWVR town ¢f 11U Ci5 dizscovered a larse enemv arimition eache at
XT 794117, In xdition to large numbers of TG rourls and hand

greaxies, the cmpany cptured 72 complete 122m roch-ets and 21,590
rourds cf small arms xmunition,

¢
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B. (hronology of Significant Combat Actions.
1 May

Contact with enemy forces throughout the divisional tactical
area of operational interest (T/0I) on 1 May was relatively 1ight
and scattered., Almost all divisional maneuver elements had completed
their radeployment into the southeastern quadrant of the TAOT bv this
date. Mownting intensive daytime battalion ard company size recon-
naissance-in-force and air mobile combat assault operations corhingl
with platoon and squad size night stationary and mobile ambush ~at.»sis,
the division established a virtual 24 hour-a-day screen to the ro'*n-
west, west and southwest of SAIGON.CHOION., Despite these balnketiism
maneuvers, only the 3rd Squadron, 17th fir Cavalry experienced
significant encounters with the enemy. The squadron's 3 Troop flying
armed aerial reconnaissance along and east of the CRIMITAL RIVTR
betwecn the 00 east-west grid line and DUC FOA aml C Trrop flying
eimilar missions in the southarn DOI IOI WOODS (center of mass T35
and northeast of TRANG 3ANG along route 237 detected nnd engazed
small groups of enemy on five separate occasions during the dav,
The amed hslicopters accounted for 15 VC KIA by bodv count and de-
stroy~l one AK=A7 and one sampan,

2 May

Divisional maneuver battalions and Suprorting organic and at’ ashaed
aviation units continued their search for the eneny along suspeci<i
avenues of approach in the SAIGON~CHOION area from the northwest,
west and southwest. Again, only the 3rd Squadron, 17th Air Caval:y
¢njoved any success in locating the eneny.

B Troop continuing its armed aerial reconn:issance of the aven
it nad overflown the previous day observeld encr / movement novth of
DUC 504 1in the vicinitv of XT 5310. Fneaglng t:» arca with automstic
weapons and rockets, the gunships drew i:icnse mound fire. Sup~
port.ng artillery and /ir Force tactical fighter air strikes were
pleced into the area, Fllowing the lifting of these fires, the =ir
csvalrymen went back into the area on low level reconnaissance and
counted 25 enemy deaxd and four destroyel .50 caliber nmachine guns.
Intalligence sources later identified the enemv as elmernts 20 the
271st VC Regiment,

Meanwhile, C Troop had turned its attention to r:commiesance of
the IFON TRIANGLE (center of nass XT 7226) and the HO "¢ '0ORS (cmter
of mass XT&27). At 170 hours the troop detected approximstely
60 VC positioned in a tree line along a canal on m axis fron XT 78181
to XTI 740178 to XTI 737173. The armed helicopters engared the enmy
force with their automatic weapons and rockets and then callet in
artillery and air strikes. A search of the target area su~emant
to these attacks revealed 23 VC dead ard numerous blond trails lexling
out of the area to the north. These dea® were identified ar ban-~
from elements of the 101st NVA Regiment.

3 May

On 3 May eneny rovemont within the division TAOI int. ass»(t ro-i-
tions for their planed attacks bocame more moparent, ad the division
roacted acordingly. At 1000 hours 3 Tmop, 3rd Sauadron, 17th dr
Cavalry continuing its amed aerial reconnaissance east of the
OKE!TAL [IVIR sighted an estimated 200 VC at XT 5990A8. This enemvy
force was irmediastaly engaged by the pmships and artillery =i
tactical fighter air strikes were directed into the area. The Lth
Battalion, 23rd Infantry (I'ech) which was mancuvering on a search
operation a short distance to the south of the enemy posttion was
directad to engage. Dy 10/) hours tho battalion had —oved inte
blocking rositions along m axis froc XT 5906 to YT 5904, This
amaver fixed the enany position and by 152 hours the fourth of the
twerty third wes reinforcad by the 2nd “attalinn, Jith ‘rmo= ant the

& CONFIDENTIAL
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6 May

TAK FORCE DARS completed its operstions against the eneny force’
in the general vicinity of AT 4005, XT AQ0h, XT 6105 and XT 5907. The
ith Battalion, 9th Infantry and lst Battalion, 5th Irifantry (Mech):
swept through the area during the day and diseovered 113 additional
enemy dead and substantial numbers of enemy weapons, ammunition and’
supplies, The total enemy casualties by budy count in the four day
engagunent was 213 dead. From five prisoners taken in the batile; it-
was learned that the enemy force intercep.ed and blocked by TAIK PORCE
DUNIOP. - DAFMS consisted of a battalier of the 271st VC Regiment snd
that the survivors of the engagement, many of them wounded, had fled
north through the swamp. )

As the 4th of the 9th and 1st of the 5th prepared -for their motping
up activities for the day, TASK FORCE DA™MS sent the ith Battalion, 22d
Infantry and 2nd Battalion, 34th Armor south irte the vieinitvof .
B304 TRAT to reinforce the ARW - RF-PF garrison of that town which was
attacked by a three battalion enemy force (the 2478, 247 'and D-14 VC °
‘battalions) in the early morni-g houre, At XT L&§ the Lth Battalion,
23rd Infantry (Mech) closed with an enerv unit at 0730, Supported by
helicopters »nd artillery, the battalion accounted for 4L enemv dead
gd ;aptured one prisoner in an ail day running battle tc the west of

A TRAL, .

B Company, 3rd Battalirn, 22nd Infantry ‘n a sweep one i lometer
north of Foute 1 midway between CU CHI and TRAMG BANG (T s4@175)° .
engaged an estimated VC platoon at 0815 and inflected 18 YIA and one'.
POW on the enemy before he hroke contact and retreated to the west, -
The 2nd Battalion, 22nd Infantry (lech) maneuvering near CU OHI in the
vicinity of its C Company's contact of the previous day established
contact with an enemy force of unknown size and claimed 12 VC KIA in
the ensuing fire fight. At 1435, © Troop, 3rd Scuadron, 17th Cavalry
following up cii the ith of the 23rd's contact earlier in the dav near
BOA TRAI,spotted 50 VC moving w-st away fron the area of contact, The
helicopters enraged the fleeing enamy and killed an additional 15 VC,

7 ‘ay

In the predswn hours of 7 May, &'and B Companies of thae lst
Sattalion, 27th Infartry and C Troop, 3rd Sauadron, ith Cavalry
comenced a reconnaissance-in-force operation in the vicinity of
XI' 7303 approximately ten kilometers northwest of SAIGON-CHOLOY, At
1115 hours this force ran into a large number of enemy: a force that
was later identifiel as the 3rd Battalion, B3th NVA Regiment, A’te~
a heated encounter that lasted through th~ day and the night’and into the
follo'.ang day, the US force supportcd by helicopter munships, artillery
ond Lactical air inflected 199 dead on this enemy battalion. The
survivors of the VA battalion fled to the west,

Contact throughout the divieion TAOI bacame increasingly more
frequent throughout the day, but most actions were with small
infiltrating units.

8 May

it 0934 (ompany C, 1ls® Battalion, 27th Infantrv was sweeping ot -
XS 743925 when it ran intc an unknow: sise eneny force. Mhgaging the
@y with orgainic weapons the company dcoourted for 32 VC KIA and -
1w prisoners before contact wae lost. ‘later in the day at 1155 five
Idlometers to the northwest (XS 703942), the Lth Mattalion, St} Infantry
night defensive location enga'ed an uninown sise VC force that moved™
into its position. In the fire fight that took place, 32 VC KIA were
recorded and two POWs were taken, The two actions are Helieved to have
involved the sane enenny “attalion of the Z71st VC Regimmnt; the 1t er
fight taldng place as the VC sought to evade the first US unit which
took it under fire. :

)
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Meanwhile, a short distance to the northeast of where the VC
battalion was fighting its second "attle of the day, D Company, 2nd
Battalion, 2Tth Infantry was engaging a VC company. %hth the support
of armed halicopters, the US troops drove off the advancing enamy who
left, 24 dead and tw prisoners behind,

PFurther to the north, the 2nd Battalion, 3Lth “rmor was sweeping
Route 1 south of HOC MON (XT 751020) in an area where il had a light
contact the previous day. At 1245 the tankers came under fire. Re-
turning fire with organic veapons and supported by armed helicopters,
artillery and air strikes, the 2nd of the 34th Armor pursued the eneny
all day and into the night . Contact was lost at 0200 on the 9th.
Forty-four enemy desd were recoverad and cne prisoner was taken,

9 May

Throughout the first week of May, many division base camps, artillery
fire support basss and battalion night defensive positions had come under
light but harrassing enemy stand of f rocket nd mortar attacls. In the
darkness of the early morning hours »¢ 9 May, this enemv tactic was
intesified with tw heavy assaults,

At 0100 the division healouarters at @) (HI Sase Camn was struck by
thirty rounds of mixed i22mm and 107mm rockets. The rockets all faliing
within a span of tw ninutes rosulted in seven kdlled and L8 wounded,
Darmage to the base camp installations was licht.

An hour later, Fire Support Base MAURY at XT 618022 came under a
heavy mortar and rocket attack followed by a battalion size ground
assault, A Quxpany and the Scout Platoon of the Lth Sattalion, 23rd
Infantry which were securing the artillery positions were reinforced
by the battalion's B Gompany and I Troop, 3rd Sauadron, 1lth Cavalry.
In a fight that lasted until 0600, US casuslties were nire KIA and 68
wounded, Additionaliy two 105mm and two 155um howitzers were destroyed
by eneny sappers who had btreached the perimeter defenss. Fourteen
amay dead were muntel the following marning and one POW was taken.

On the same day at 1450,"A and B Companies and the Reconnaissance
Platoon of the 1st Battalion, 27th Infantry made an air .obile combat
assault intc a swamp five ldlometers east of DUC HOA (XS A595) to
check out a large eneny force reported to be in the area. Making
contact irmediately upon the landing, the infantry s.f;t through the
aren with the support of helicopter amships. —In the contact that
lasted untid 2100, the infantryman recovered A6 enemy dead, took three
prisomers and captured three 122nm rocket launchers and numerous other
items of enany weapons, ammunition and eaulpment. The prisnners later
identified their unit as the 208th NVA Rocket Reginent.

10 May

Continuing their wide spread search for enamy units west of SAIGON,”
the naneuver battaltons of the 25th Infantry Division estahlished numerous
small contacts on 10 May. The :wst significant cf these involved C
Company, ith Battalion, 9th Infantiy vhich located an enamy fereo
spproximately nine Idlometars west of SAIGON at XS 700914 =t 1035.
Pursuing the enemy shich was later learned to be elaumts of the 2'1st
VC Regimant to the north, C Company claimel 25 eneny dead md cne
prisoner in an all day fight which trok: at 2118 hours.

11 May
Sgnificant gontact with the enmy west nf S.IGO!N eontinued 1ightt
and scttered throughout 11 May, At 1LLS C Comparny, 1lst Gattalicn,
21th Infantry fLmd an eostizated VC platoon in a hedeerov «t T 33509

apzroxim-tely three idloneters west of the SAIGON AV, ’fter eadlinz
in belicopter guaships ard artillery to engage the entrencheal VC, the
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company assaulted the helgerow at 2000 hours ad discovered 15 enamy
dead and numerous weanons, snuipnent an® surnlies,

“—

12 lav

The enemy stepped up the tempo of his activities wést of SAIGON
in the early merning “ours of 12 lay, he staced a hattalion size
attack on artillery Fire Support Base FIKE VI at XS 735940, Reginning
at 0138 with a mass mortar barrage, the enemy staced several human
wave assaults on the fire suoport base perimeter: Defended hy
persomnel of the 3rd 3attalion, 13th irtillery, Ath Battalion, 77th
Artillery and 1st Battalion, 8th ‘rtillery and elements of the i4th
Battalion, 9th Infantry, the fire support base perimeter turned back
all assaults, By Q04L07, the enemy attack was "roken. At davlight, 98
enemy bodies were counted outside the perimeter wire and numerous
weapons, ammnition and suprlies were found abandoned.

The attackine force later was determined to he a battalion of the
272nd VC Regiment.

Later in the day, C Company, lst 3attalion, 5th Infantry (Mech)
searching for the enemy in the vicinity of XS 7097 discovered an
estimated platoon hiding in bunkers. Sun-orted by artillerv and air
strikes, the company moved into the enemy nositions and claimed 17
VC KIA and one PO'" in the action.

13 lay

The 2nd 3attalion, 22nd Infantry (Mech) which had for several
days had the mission of clearing the 1i5® (route 1) from GO DAU WA to
the HOC 1ON Bridee (XT 712071) was azain performing this operation
when at 0850 it came into contact with -an unknown size enemy force
in the village of F BiU DITU (YT 563147) midway between TRAN RANG
and CU CHI, In a running house to house battle that lasted throughout
the day, the battalion arcounted for 19 enemy dead and one prisoner.
The prisoner identified his unit as a TRAM: BY'G local force companv,

At atout te same time that the "Triple Deuces" were initiating
their contzct, Tompany D of the 3rd 3attzlion, 22nd Infantrv was
conducting a sweep tiirough an area approximately five kilometers
south of IHU @MW (4T 795095). During the previous nicht, artillery
had engzaged a target in this area detected br radar. The infantrvmen
in their search discovered 15 VC IT. killed bv artillery,

again about the same time, clements of the 199th Light Infantry
Brigade which had become Ol ®'! (operational cortrol) on 12 May t6
the Tropic Lightming Division located the enemy in the vicinity of
1S 7283, With initial contact made at 0820 by the Reconnaissance
Flatoon of the 2nd Sattalion, 3rd Infantry, Companies i ard D of the
5th Battalion, 12th Infantry quickly moved to reinforce. Supnorted
by amed helicopters, artillery and air strikes, these units pursued
the estimated VC battalion wntil 2200 when contact was lost., Znemy
losses for the encounter were estahlished at A5 KTA by ody count,

Far to the north in TAY NIIE Trovince, the commmnications relay
complex operated at the swmit of IUI 3\ DV (X7 281582) was attacked
by enany sapper forces at 2145 hours., Successfu) in their effort to
breach the perimeter of the mowntain top compound, the enemy destroved
the communications relay facilities with mortars and satchel charges.
hlthough the enemy lost 25 KI.. in the fight which transpired, 19
US troops died in the fight,

1L, May

The 19%th contact with the enemy in the vicinity of the previous
dey's encounter contirusd intense. I stablishine a night defensive
position at AS 720843, Company &, 5th of the 12th and Cormanies ® ard D

9
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of the 2nd of the 3rd, came umder attack at 0255 hours. In » hattle
that ran to until 0430, these infantryv wnits surorted hv srmed
helicopters and artillerv accounted for snother AN enemv dead. *t
about the same time €0300), © fompany, 2nd 3Iattalion, 3Ird Infantrv wes
attacked in its night defensive mosition at YS 573837, ITn the ensuing
fire fight , the company aided by heliconter gunships, artillerv and
air strikes killed 31 of the attacking enemv. Intellisence gained
from documents captured by the 19%h in these three enzacements re-
vealed that the enemy force in -ach case was an elament of the 273rd
VC Resiment.

15 ay

On the 13th and lith of ay intelligence sources indicated that
enemy wnits which had roved towards SAIGON heginning on the 3nd of
May were now exfiltrating the area on movements back to their sanc-
tuary areas, Divisional units rere now emrloved to pursue the
fleeing enemy. The .. Troop, 3rd Souasdron, 4th Cavalry sweenina fo»
the enemy in the northern HO 30 "D0DS intercepted a large enemv unit
moving north at XI' 50308, In an al) dav hattle, A Troov reinforced
by the 3quadron's C Troop ard supnorted bv gunships, artillerv and
air strikes accounted for 82 VC T4 and captured three prisoners.
The PS's identified their wnit as the 7th Battalion, SR-l, local
force and remorted that the battalion had been in constant ontact
for ten davs with U3 and RVY forces ard hal lost 400 of its 500
persomel either killel, wounded or missing. The sumiivors were
pulling back into AR ZONE C in northern TAY NINH Province.

14 May

On 1A May the pattern of contact with enemy forces throuchout the
division TACT econtinued to move ewav from SAIGOY further indicating
the exfiltration of enemv wnits which had attempted to close on the
city early in the month. At 1725 hours B Company, 2nd Baftalion,
3rd Infamtry (199th Licht Infantrv Brigade) searching for enemv forces
approximately one kilometer north of the KIM: SANG Canal (XS 449878)
engzged an unknown eneny force. ‘ttacking the enemy force as it moved
west, the company killed 20 VC hefore the enemy unit was aWle to
break contact. Flying late afternoon armed aerisl reconnaissance
missior: over the HO ™ M0CDS and IRON TRIANGLE, € Tr-op, 3rd S~uadron,
17th far C-valry detected 150 to 277 VC at XT732193. The cnemv were
engaged by the armed helicopters in addition to artillery and air
strikes that were calied in. .. chec" of the area fcllandine the engace-
ment revealed the bodies of 21 VC.

17 tay

Searching for suspected enery arrunition caches alone the hanks of
the RACH TRA Canal north of S'IGON and west of the S'IGO™ WIV™R,
C Company, 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantrv at XI' 789073 lacated and
evicuated 98 rounds of 75wm amno, L0 anti-tank mines, 120 rounds of
RPG-2 ammo, 24 rourds of &0rm awwn, 5 complete 127mm rockets, tw
IK=47 rifles amd 20 pounds of medical supplies. The comnav alsa de-
stroyed in p’ice 152 rownds of 82w mortar amo. Mt 1555 while flying
the QU CHI Base Camp "rocket belt" t-e Division irtillerv Command and
Control helimpter detected an eneny rocket position in the northern
FILFOL PLANTATION (XT 648225) Tarlier in the dav, at 1220 hours
B Troop, 3rd Seuadron, 17th Air C-valry Tlyine reco-naissance in tha
sare general area engaged another rocket site at YT A20207 resulting
in two VC KIA ard eight 122mm rockets destroved, Wmeagine the
position witn its automatic waarons and ¢slline in artillerv, ten
122nm rockets were destroyed and ten VC FIA were acmurted for. The
4th Battalion, “th Infantry conducted reconnaissance in fo=ce opera-
tions eight kilomet »rs north of D''C "C.\ located 22 V0 killel wwv artil-

lery and air strikes aid located and destroyed in nl-ce 43 Rmn mortar
rounds, ’

10
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18 May

L

Pressing the search for enemy forces and equipmert, D Company,
2nd Battalion, 1li4th Infantry located and evacuated the following from
XT 754167: six light machine guns, 20 AK-47 rifles, two 7%um recoiless
rifles, five 82m mortar, one A0mm mortar, one .51 cal machine gun,
one 12.7 mm anti-aireraft machine gun, five PRC~-10 radics, tw anti~
tank mines and 600 rounds of small arms ammo.

19 May

Continuing to search for enemy forces north of DUC F0A, the #th -
3attalion, 9th Infantry engaged an unknown size force at XT A31042

at 084C. The contact was initiated when D Company made an air mobile
combat assault into a "mot! landing zone. D Company was reinforced
during the day by ! and C Companies as well as supported by artillery,
armed helicopters and air strikes. A total of 18 VC KIA were located
after contact was broken late in the day. Documents found on the enemy
dead identified the enemy wnit in contact as the 3rd Battalion, 272nd
VC Regiment, .

20 lay

The Ath Battalion, 9th Infantry followine up on its contact of
the previous day searched the area surrowndine the battle area. At
0955 at XS 634993 Company B took a small VC force under fire amd
accounted for nine VC KI. as well as capturing numerous individual
weapons and ammunition. Meanwhile, at a location seven kilometers
north of TAN SON MMUT Lir Base, C Corpany, lst Battalion, 27th
Infantry on a search and destroy operation ran into an estimated VC
platoon hiding in bwunkers along a canal bank. Tngagine the enemy
with organic weapons, artillery and armed helicopters, C Companv
destroyed the enemy platoon in place accounting gor 25 VC KIA,

21 May

The 4th Battalion, Sth Infantry which had been stalkine the
3rd Battalion, 272nd VC Regiment for several days north of D''C HOA
found their prey at 0318 when the enemy battalion attacked the Lth
of the 9t' nist location at XS 634993. Turning back the enemv assault
with the aid of supporting artillery amd air etrikes, the infan‘ry
pursued the enemy as they pulled back. In heavy fightinz which ended
lat e in the aftermoon of the Zlst several kilometers to the north of
the night defensive position, the 4th of the 9th accounted for 44
VC bodies and two POUW's., Mr Force tactical air strikes flown in
support of the battalion were credited with an additional 25 VC bodies
that were located.

22 tay

The 1st Battalion, Sth Infantry (fech) searching for enary forces
had moved in the Southern BOI 10T “OODS north of TRANG B4iMNG, received
an attack on its night defensive vosition at X 533290 at ampioximately
0005 hours. The enemy assault was repulsed and broken by 0345 when®
the enemy withdrew leaving 29 dead around the perimeter wire and two
FOW's., The enemy also left behind two machine runs, six RP% rocket
launchers, six AK-47 rifles, 34 hand erenades and 57 RPG rounds.

Later in the morning (0340), Troops % and B of the 3rd Sausdron,
4th Cavalry searching in an area a short distance to the rortheast
of tha 1st of the 5th's contact (X 574278) came into contact with
an unknown size enemy force. In a running battle which lasted all dav,
the cavalrymen su-ported by helicopter cunships, artillery and air
strikes accounted for another 20 VC dexd. Far to the novth of these
actions, at the TAY NIM Base Camp, an enemy saprer unit at 0570
attacked and overran four eun positions of the 2nd Battalion, 32nd
Lirtillery on the base camp perimeter. Seven VC ¥I\ were accounted for
by tho defendinz artillerymen, hut the enemv succeeded in destroying

one 175mm gun and one 8" Howitzer. "
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24 lay

The 4th Battalion, 9tb Infantry continuing their pursuit »f the
3rd Battalion, 272nd VC Regiment in the DUC 0% =rea locsted an esti-
mated enemy company three kilometers south of the town at ¥S 425995,
The battalionds ' Ccmpany engaged the VC force with orzanic wearons,
artillery, armed nelicopters and air strikes hetween 0830 and 1915 hours.
After contact with the enemy was broken, . Tommmy discovered 19 VC
Ki... To the north, the lst Battalion, 27th Infantry continued its -
search for enemy forces and weapons and ammunition caches immediately
north of TAN SON MHUT fir Base. 4t 1045 hours B Company came acr<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>